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On Feb. 9 in Guatemala City, police detained journalist Hugo Arce on weapons and drug possession
charges. According to police reports, officers found a satchel containing four sticks of dynamite and
a kilogram of cocaine in the back seat of Arce's car following a traffic accident. The journalist works
for the local newspaper Siglo XXI. Arce, a critic of President Jorge Serrano's administration, said
he was set up by Serrano and Interior Minister Col. Ricardo Mendez Ruis. Siglo XXI director Jose
Ruben Zamora told reporters that two days before Arce's arrest during a luncheon with Mendez,
he was told that "it would be prudent to moderate the focus of [Arce's] articles." Zamora added that
the colonel said Arce should try to be less offensive. On Feb. 11, Guatemala City daily newspapers
Prensa Libre and El Grafico published editorials accusing the government of a set-up to persecute
Arce. The Guatemalan Journalists Association (APG) and the Guatemalan Journalists Chamber
(CGP) demanded an impartial investigation into the charges against Arce. President Serrano
called on the press to refrain from protecting criminals, and denied that Arce had been framed.
He suggested that "perhaps" Arce's attacks against his administration had been motivated in an
attempt to obtain a type of "immunity." The Agence France Presse reported that Arce was being
held in solitary confinement and had been "mistreated." On Feb. 12, Foreign Press Club president
Haroldo Shetemulin described the arrest as "an attack against expression of ideas." He said, "We
express our solidarity with the journalist and not the criminal, as Arce was called by President
Serrano," because "it is premature to condemn a reporter before he or she is heard and sentenced in
a court of law." (Basic data from AFP, 02/11/91; ACAN-EFE, 02/10-12/91)
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